CPSC 599 Biometric Systems
Assignment 1: Biometric Inventions (15% report, 10% presentation)
Written portion: Monday February 6th, 9:00 pm by e-mail to your TA: Samiul Azam, samiul.azam@ucalgary.ca
PPT Presentation  -Lightning Talk Thursday February 9 (schedule to be posted)

NOTE: CPC 599 STUDENTS MUST FORM A GROUP FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT. A GROUP MUST CONSIST OF TWO PEOPLE. ONE REPORT PER GROUP MUST BE SUBMITTED.

Assignment 1 project allows to perform an extensive literature review and 
an in-depth methodology analysis with particular emphasis on the form in which the results of the research are reported.  While academics usually encourage an open exchange of ideas, the world of industry is different. Ideas, or intellectual property can be worth money, and industry is keen on protecting its “know-how” or intellectual property. Patents are one mechanism used to protect intellectual property. They are intended to facilitate a free exchange of ideas while protecting the right of the assignee to exploit those ideas for commercial gain. The goal of this assignment is for you to become familiar with publication of results of inventions in the form of patents, related to Biometric Technology field. Go to the US Patent Office web site, and search for a patent that interests you. It can be in any area. Try a few things with the search engine and see what you come up with. You can also use magazines, journals and newspapers such as IEEE Transactions, ACM magazines etc  that profile inventions in biometrics that made significant impact on society.

Your assignment 1 written portion submission must include:

1. The name of the invention and biometric it relates to

2. Summary of  the invention in two paragraphs.

3. Who is (are) the inventor(s)?

4. In what way does the invention meet the requirements for a patent (i.e. novel, original, useful)?

5. OPEN QUESTION: what progress do you think this invention enabled and are there any future areas where you can see potential research/industry growth related to this invention? 

A lot of useful information is available at: 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

Submit your Assignment electronically to your TA e-mail with a subject Asmt1_599 and a cover page with your name only. Do not put your ID number on the cover page. Your write-up should be in 12-point type, single-spaced, on letter-size paper, with 1-inch margins and should not exceed 5 pages in length.

Second part of this assignment involves preparing PPT slides that should follow general slide format and depict the biometric invention, its usage and its idea. The PPT slides (not more than 8) accompanying this poster will be then presented in class on Thursday February 9th – each group will have exactly 5 min to present and two to answer one question. You should try to incorporate ONE NOVEL element in your presentation, such as showing a short 1 min movie about it, drawing a cartoon, bringing a device which uses the invention etc. 
